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When to Water Sweet Corn

To produce large ears full of plump kernels,

Home Guides Gardening

sweet corn (Zea mays) needs constantly moist
soil. Sweet corn is an annual plant that grows
best in deep, fertile soil in full sun, and doesn't
tolerate drought. In dry conditions, plants grow
poorly and their ears contain shriveled or blank
kernels. To provide constant moisture around
sweet corn roots, water the ground before
sowing, and water plants weekly from sowing
to harvest or whenever the soil surface is dry.
Good weed control and mulches spread around
the plants help retain moisture in the soil.
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1 Water a Corn Plant

Sowing Sweet Corn

2 What Kind of Fertilizer Is Best for
Amending and watering the soil before sowing Planting Sweet Corn?
sweet corn provides moist conditions for the
sprouting seeds. Dig 2 inches of compost or
well-rotted manure into the top 8 inches of
soil, and rake the surface until it's fine and
crumbly. Draw a hoe 1 inch deep through the
soil to create rows 12 inches apart, or spaced
according to the instructions on the seed
packet. Water the rows thoroughly with fine spray on a garden hose and allow the water
to drain away. Sow two or three seeds every 4 inches, and rake the loose soil over the

seeds. Sow sweet corn in blocks for the best harvest from this wind-pollinated plant.

3 Weed Killers for Sweet Corn

4 Fertilize Sweet Corn With Nitrogen

Watering Young Plants

Water young sweet corn plants regularly so that the soil stays moist, and spread mulch to
help retain soil moisture. Water sweet corn whenever the soil surface dries out, but don't
saturate the soil. The surface should feel just moist to the touch and water should drain

away from around the plants within 10 to 20 seconds. Water first thing in the morning so
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any moisture that gets on the leaves has time to dry during the day. Thin sweet corn
seedlings when three or four leaves appear, removing the weaker seedlings to leave
about 8 inches between plants in their rows. Spread a mulch such as eight layers of
newspaper, 2 inches of garden compost or 4 inches of straw between the plants. Don't
spread mulch near the plant stems where it could cause rotting. Weigh newspaper down
with stones or spread an organic mulch over it.

Irrigating Maturing Plants

Sweet corn needs plenty of water in dry summer weather as plants mature and regular
weeding to remove competing weeds. Water sweet corn in the morning once a week if
there are no heavy downpours, giving each plant 1 to 1 1/2 inches of water. Water an
area 2 feet in diameter around the base of each plant, and apply the water slowly to
prevent it running off if the ground is dry. Weeds compete with sweet corn for water, so
remove them after watering the plants when the ground is moist and they're easy to pull
up. Alternatively, cut the weeds off at their bases with a hoe before watering the sweet
corn, taking care not to disturb the sweet corn roots.

Fertilizing Sweet Corn

Sweet corn grows best in moist soil, but it also needs regular feeding. Sprinkle a slow-
release granular fertilizer over the soil surface when sowing sweet corn, such as a 12-4-8
product at a rate of 4 tablespoons per 4 square feet. When the plants are 15 inches and
30 inches tall, apply a 24-8-16 liquid fertilizer diluted at a rate of 1 tablespoon per 1
gallon of water. Apply 1 gallon of fertilizer solution to four sweet corn plants every week,
or dilute and apply the product according to the instructions on the label.

Ad

Migliora l'udito in 3 minuti

Migliora immediatamente la qualita dell'udito. Chiunque puo farlo da ¢

Nutresin

From The Web Sponsored Links by Taboola

Speak Italian With Just 15 Mins A Day Thanks To This App

Babbel

Play this for 1 minute and see why everyone is addicted

Vikings: Free Online Game

https://homeguides.sfgate.com/water-sweet-corn-104264.html 2/4


https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CPziLM-laXPX3Dp2KmLAPv9WtaKiCiZtV--nE--EIv-EeEAEg3Y-QGGD9gpGE6BGgAdXfiu4CyAEGqQID1UwiK9GRPqgDAcgDwwSqBMEBT9BU-AMpCIl3TksL50vNkrxlaJPrAQn5MsL-qdZ5PxDCJnu24dUfXnnVAMEEGu5GKyZ-Te0AG-5zlWwvfFnSh0p3NMh4ud-H6rv4zImTxdhVDsieNogOCvi4V_KYBItvI_0TfMeu1GnNvoSB0gmRkWRm7N5CoMKRTRHnUbatE0xu0F-Ov_aRa_SW7sUCCcWmxMPbVewZIZDGsvzXpk8SIBayMQaYLRSJqDS6Tcb9-UlRlbwjEZn5JzEic6YuUz5-eqAGN4AHk6D1kQGoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeoBqgHugaoB9nLG6gHz8wbqAemvhvYBwHSCAkIgOGAcBABGAKxCf8AC0NHbo8XgAoB2BMCiBQB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASPeRoWvRylf5b6kA1-C1L5bnBf_IpaprxZqUXKSAmn7ceJULTL2baOzDpkSOz-YIABlAna8cZi3JAvXrpgGc&sig=AOD64_3z66zC1YFFNuEiO1fFUs6-kI256g&client=ca-pub-3235755782694080&adurl=https://www.occasionforme.com%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMItd3ohqOn4AIVHQUGAB2_agsNEAEYASAAEgIz3fD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CPziLM-laXPX3Dp2KmLAPv9WtaKiCiZtV--nE--EIv-EeEAEg3Y-QGGD9gpGE6BGgAdXfiu4CyAEGqQID1UwiK9GRPqgDAcgDwwSqBMEBT9BU-AMpCIl3TksL50vNkrxlaJPrAQn5MsL-qdZ5PxDCJnu24dUfXnnVAMEEGu5GKyZ-Te0AG-5zlWwvfFnSh0p3NMh4ud-H6rv4zImTxdhVDsieNogOCvi4V_KYBItvI_0TfMeu1GnNvoSB0gmRkWRm7N5CoMKRTRHnUbatE0xu0F-Ov_aRa_SW7sUCCcWmxMPbVewZIZDGsvzXpk8SIBayMQaYLRSJqDS6Tcb9-UlRlbwjEZn5JzEic6YuUz5-eqAGN4AHk6D1kQGoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeoBqgHugaoB9nLG6gHz8wbqAemvhvYBwHSCAkIgOGAcBABGAKxCf8AC0NHbo8XgAoB2BMCiBQB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASPeRoWvRylf5b6kA1-C1L5bnBf_IpaprxZqUXKSAmn7ceJULTL2baOzDpkSOz-YIABlAna8cZi3JAvXrpgGc&sig=AOD64_3z66zC1YFFNuEiO1fFUs6-kI256g&client=ca-pub-3235755782694080&adurl=https://www.occasionforme.com%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMItd3ohqOn4AIVHQUGAB2_agsNEAEYASAAEgIz3fD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CPziLM-laXPX3Dp2KmLAPv9WtaKiCiZtV--nE--EIv-EeEAEg3Y-QGGD9gpGE6BGgAdXfiu4CyAEGqQID1UwiK9GRPqgDAcgDwwSqBMEBT9BU-AMpCIl3TksL50vNkrxlaJPrAQn5MsL-qdZ5PxDCJnu24dUfXnnVAMEEGu5GKyZ-Te0AG-5zlWwvfFnSh0p3NMh4ud-H6rv4zImTxdhVDsieNogOCvi4V_KYBItvI_0TfMeu1GnNvoSB0gmRkWRm7N5CoMKRTRHnUbatE0xu0F-Ov_aRa_SW7sUCCcWmxMPbVewZIZDGsvzXpk8SIBayMQaYLRSJqDS6Tcb9-UlRlbwjEZn5JzEic6YuUz5-eqAGN4AHk6D1kQGoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeoBqgHugaoB9nLG6gHz8wbqAemvhvYBwHSCAkIgOGAcBABGAKxCf8AC0NHbo8XgAoB2BMCiBQB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASPeRoWvRylf5b6kA1-C1L5bnBf_IpaprxZqUXKSAmn7ceJULTL2baOzDpkSOz-YIABlAna8cZi3JAvXrpgGc&sig=AOD64_3z66zC1YFFNuEiO1fFUs6-kI256g&client=ca-pub-3235755782694080&adurl=https://www.occasionforme.com%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMItd3ohqOn4AIVHQUGAB2_agsNEAEYASAAEgIz3fD_BwE
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=hearstlocalnews-sfgatecom&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=ab_thumbnails-a_abp-mode:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20-%20Demand:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=hearstlocalnews-sfgatecom&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=ab_thumbnails-a_abp-mode:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20-%20Demand:
https://go.babbel.com/engmag-a681-20minperday-xx-it-tb/default?utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=CON&utm_campaign=XX_ENGALL_gEN_cIT_15min&utm_term=hearstlocalnews-sfgatecom
https://plarium.com/landings/en/vikings/pastoral_f002_a_m_prelp001?plid=127059&pxl=taboola_fr&publisherID=62496378&placement=hearstlocalnews-sfgatecom&adpartnerset=452276

Top CEOs Everywhere Are Using Blinkist To Read More Books

Blinkist

If You're Over 50 And Own A Computer, This Game Is A Must-Have!

Throne Free Online Games

Cheap Room Heater Takes Italy By Storm
EcoHeat S

People from Italy cannot believe these flight prices
Trips Shop

References (4)
= University of California Master Gardeners Napa County: Growing Sweet Corn in Napa
County

= University of California Sonoma County Master Gardeners: Corn, Zea Mays, Maize
= University of California Marin Master Gardeners: Growing In Your Garden Now --
Corn

= University of California Davis Vegetable Research and Information Center: Corn,
Specialty and Sweet
Resources (1)

= Organic Gardening: Corn -- A Growing Guide

About the Author

A graduate of Leeds University, Jenny Green completed Master of Arts in
#a English literature in 1998 and has been writing about travel, gardening,
b1 science and pets since 2007. Green's work appears in Diva, Whole Life Times,

Listverse, Earthtimes, Lamplight, Stupefying Stories and other websites and
magazines.

Photo Credits
= pushlama/iStock/Getty Images


http://ucanr.edu/sites/ucmgnapa/files/153882.pdf
http://ucanr.edu/sites/scmg/Vegetable_of_the_Month/June_2008_Vegetable/
http://ucanr.edu/sites/MarinMG/?story=769
http://vric.ucdavis.edu/pdf/CORN/corn.pdf
http://www.organicgardening.com/learn-and-grow/corn-growing-guide
https://plarium.com/landings/en/vikings/pastoral_f002_a_m_prelp001?plid=127059&pxl=taboola_fr&publisherID=62496378&placement=hearstlocalnews-sfgatecom&adpartnerset=452276
https://www.blinkist.com/meet-the-app-ceos-love?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=paid&utm_campaign=20190109_TB_PRO_TopCEOLP_Desktop_Universal&utm_term=hearstlocalnews-sfgatecom&install_callback=http%3A%2F%2Ftrc.taboola.com%2Factions-handler%2Flog%2F3%2Fs2s-action%3Fclick-id%3DCi9jMWZlMWExMS1jNWRiLTQzODAtOTdjNS04ZjY5ODViNTBiNzEtdHVjdDZjZmNkYRIRYmxpbmtzbGFic2dtYmgtc2M&utm_content=158382042
https://plarium.com/landings/en/throne/pastoral003_f002_s_fb_m_prelp001?publisherID=153944039&placement=hearstlocalnews-sfgatecom&adpartnerset=1317253&plid=127001&pxl=taboola_fr
http://verified.secure-clicker.com/92f93c35-c0ce-4119-be59-e0069fd6ed80?utm_platform=Desktop&utm_title=Cheap+Room+Heater+Takes+Italy+By+Storm&utm_thumnail=https%3A%2F%2Fbreakthroughtrend.com%2Fstats%2Fconsole%2Ffiles%2Fe6aa4938-a88c-4111-bb33-5219c00055ad%2Fheater1.jpg&utm_campaign=1826840&utm_medium=hearstlocalnews-sfgatecom&utm_campaign_item_id=168685178&site_id=1117098
http://trips-shop.com/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=intent_TB-TS-WW-DT&utm_term=hearstlocalnews-sfgatecom



